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VIII. The Cafe of a Lady, who was delivered
of a Childy which had the Small Pox ap-
peared in a Day or two after its Birth ;

drawn up by Cromwell Mortimer, M. D.
Secr. R. §.

HIS Gentlewoman had never had the Small

Pox that fhe knew of, and was accounted by

her Relations likewife not to have ever undergone
that Diftemper. In Feb. 1700-1. the was big with
Child, and within about a Fortnight or three Wecks
of her full Reckoning, when the foilowing Accident
happened. A poor Widow Woman, who lived in
a lonely Cottage in the Neighbourhood, was feized
with the Smeall Pox, and had nobody to aflift or
nurfe her; the Country People, as much afraid of this
Diftemper as of the Plague, would neither fend her
Neceffaries, nor {uffer her to come to their Shops to
buy: Wherefore in this Extremity the made fhift to
get to this Lady’s Houle, who was noted for her
Goodnefs to the Poor, efpecially for giving them
Medicines when fick: Her Bufinefs was to entreat
the Lady to defire her Husband to ufe his Authority
with the Overfeers of the Poor to appoint a proper
Nurfe to attend her; for that otherwife the muft cer-
tainly perith for want of Neceflaries; for even the
Parifh-Officers would not go nearher.  She expreffed
a very earnelt Defire to {peak to the Lady herfelf,
who confented to goto a Window, and f{poke to
her cros a Court-yard at 30 or 40 Feet Diftance,
thinking herfelf {afe from Infcétion in that Situation.
Gg She
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She look’d upon her wituout zny Surpuize,but thought
the Sight very difagreeabic, the Woman having her
Face and Arms full of a large diftin& Sorr, in the
State of Misturation. About a Fortnight after, viz.
Frb. 25. 1700-1. the Lady was brought to bed of
a finc joily Boy: In a Day or two there appeared an
Eruption ail over his Skin, which was at firft taken
by the Nurfe for the Red-Gum, tho” the Appeat-
ance was carlicr than that Diforder ufually atracks
Children; but in a Day or two more it fhewed itfelf
to be the confluent Small Pox.  The Child was im-
mcdiately removed from its Mother ; but the Diftem-
per proved to be of the very worlt Sort, fo that the
Child died before the Turn: The Mother took no
Infection, and lived to the Year 1736. without ever
having -the Small Pox.

It is very furprifing and wonderful to confider the
different Manners, in which Children, while in their
Mothers Wombs, are affe@ed by various Accidents
happening to the Mothers. How the Imagination
only, affe@ed by the Difagrecablencfs of the Sighr,
fheuld convey the Infe@ion to this Child in the Cafe
above recited, is, I own, what I am not able to ac-
count for; cfpecially as therc was no Fright or Sur-
prize, and that the Mother was under no Apprehen-
fion of Danger.

The above Account is what I lately took down
in Writing from a Daughter of the Gentlewoman.
Indeed many Years ago 1 have heard the Lady her-
{elf mention the Accident; but I did not commit it
to Writing 5 but I think it was with this Difference
that fhc was furprifed, and that the Child was
born with the Small Pox upon ir, in the eruptive
State.

IX.



